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LETTER FROM BISHOP 
HOUGHTON. 


CHUHSIEN, 
SZECHWAN, 
CHINA. 


January 19th, 1938. 


FRIENDS OF WESTERN CHINA, 
A year ago to-day we were travelling between 


Chungking and Hochwan, en route to Nanchung for 
my consecration as Bishop ; and now we can look 
back on a vear in which eoodness and mercy have 
followed us continually. Apart from our journey 
to Foochow for the General Synod, I have travelled 


nearly 2,700 miles in this diocese by sedan chair 


or on foot, without any serious mishap. Through 
(sod’s provision and protection we have lost nothing, 
and we have lacked nothing. . Over and over again 
the days immediately ahead of me have seemed 
impossibly difficult, but I have been encouraged to 
claim the promise of Psalm | ou, 11: “ The Lord will 
give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless 
His people with peace ’’—and His strength has been 


made perfect in my w eakiiéss, His peace has gar- 


risoned my heart and my thoughts. As He unveils 
daily a little more of His beauty and power, I begin 
to appreciate how great is the privilege of pro- 
claiming amongst the people of Szechwan the un-— 
searchable riches of Christ. And there I should 
like to write ‘‘ Selah,’’ as well as ‘‘ Hallelujah! *’ 

I have little doubt that if I were to meet you 
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to-day, your first question would be, ‘* How are you 
affected by the war? ’’ At this moment | am in 
Chungking, whither the Chinese Government has 
-moved from Nanking, and this fact alone lessens our 
sense of remoteness from the scene of hostilities, 
and from the foreign point of view has put Szechwan 
on the map. But our daily routine of life and work 
is not as yet interrupted, and our normal activities 
continue without intermission. As I write, Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools (the name is the rather 
cumbersome equivalent of a C.S.S.M. campaign) are 
being held in Paoning, Tahsien and Tachu. The — 
Chinese New Year begins on January 31st, and in 
almost every station February will be a month of 
special conferences for voluntary workers, or for 
the rank and file of our church members, and also 
for combined evangelistic efforts of varying in- 
tensity and duration. Many Christians trace their 
conversion, or the beginnings of interest in the 
Gospel, to these New Year campaigns. In March 
we are planning to hold our Diocesan Synod. We 
begin with four days of waiting upon God (March 
13th to 16th) when we hope that Marcus Cheng, 
a Bible teacher and author whose name is known 
throughout China, will be the Lord’s messenger. 
God can bless us either through him, or apart from 
him, if conditions make it impossible for him to 
come. On the 17th we proceed to discuss plans 
for advance, our new constitution and other topics. 
After the Synod my wife and I hope to visit a 
number of churches, beginning with the Tahsien 


pastorate, which covers five counties. Thus the 


war has not so far affected our planning. Prices — 
have risen, it is sometimes difficult to secure ready 
money, some commodities and many utensils are 
unobtainable (e.g., two or three of us have combed 
most of the shops in this great city of Chunking, 
and I shall have to face my wife in Chiihsien without 
having procured the pudding basins and aluminium 
saucepans that she needs in view of entertaining 
thirty or forty guests at the Synod!), but we can- 
not seriously complain of any new hardships owing — 
to war conditions. 
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On the other hand, the war hangs over us all, 
and more particularly over our Chinese fellow- 
Christians, like a dark shadow. There is the utmost 
: confidence in Chiang Kai-shek, but it is pathetic 

to notice how reports of Chinese victories, formerly 
the occasion of great rejoicing, are now received 
very quietly, for in spite of these triumphs, city 
after city is falling into the hands of the enemy. - 
There is not much anti-foreign feeling, and British © 
sympathy for China is appreciated, though many 
cannot understand why we do not intervene more 
actively, and our ‘ ‘ patience * ’? is the subject of mild 
ridicule. 

We thank God that the Chines Church gener- 
ally is being preserved from ebullitions of hatred 
towards Japan, though we and they are at one in 
our indignation at the arrogance, duplicity and 
brutality of those who are responsible for Japanese 
policy and action. With the advance of the Japanese 
armies there is a natural tendency to suspect 
treachery on the part of generals and others 1 in high 
places, but on the whole the nation is ‘amazingly 
- united in face of aggression. 


I overheard three or four Chinese talking 


together in the next bedroom to mine at a village 
inn. (The use of the words ‘ bedroom ’’ and 
‘inn ’’ reminds me that. you will conjure up a 
picture very far from the truth.if you have never — 
seen our inns!) One of them was a young officer 
who had just returned from the front line near 
Nanking. He told how, when he was wounded, he - 
was carried on a stretcher to the nearest railway 
station, and how the train, loaded with wounded 
soldiers, was greeted at every station by cheering 
crowds of students, boys and girls, who thanked 
them for their courage, sympathised with them in - 
their suffering, and offered them food and drink. 
‘‘ Why,’’ he said, ‘‘ we were so encouraged that we 
foceet all about the pain of our wounds. The war 
has brought us together and made us one nation.’’ 
- Later, the conversation drifted to the subject of 
religion. ‘* No,’’ said this man, “I do not believe 
that there is a God, but I do believe i in conscience, 
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the god in every man’s heart, and I believe in doing 
right and living for one’s country.”’ (How little 
he imagined that there was someone on the other 
side of the partition praying for him!) The Chinese 
have always had high ideals, but there must be 
more people to-day than at any time during the last 
twenty or thirty years who are honestly seeking to 
attain them—apart altogether from God. | 
Wanhsien and Chungking, both on the great 
Yangtze River, are full of refugees from Hankow, 
Nanking and elsewhere. The group of Christians 
here in Chungking attached to the Sheng Kung 
- Hui is steadily increasing. Last Saturday I con- 
firmed seven men and ten women. One was a dear 
old lady of 79, who has been won through the 
changed life of her son, after many years of vege- 
tarianism, but the majority were educated young 
people between the ages of twenty and thirty-five. 
On Sunday there was a congregation of over a hun- 
dred, and fifty-four came to the Lord’s Table. They 
hope to collect $5,000 to build a church, but the 
site which they regard as suitable will cost another 
$5,000 (about £300 at the present rate of exchange) 
and so, unless God lays it upon the hearts of some 
friends at home to meet this need, they must con- 
tinue to meet in a borrowed hall. I have been 
visiting some of them in their homes and offices 
(Customs, Post Office, insurance, shipping, etc.), 
and am impressed by their earnestness and the 
reality of their faith. They need a deeper spiritual 
experience and a fuller knowledge of the Truth, and 
I wish we had men and women available to work 
amongst them. Mr. Hsie, Customs Superintendent — 
at Wanhsien, has been mentioned before in the 
Bulletin. Bible classes are held in his home every 
Sunday afternoon, and a young fellow baptised 
on Christmas Day may be regarded as the firstfruits 
of this specialised work. | | | 
_- To my friends in Chungking, Chiihsien seems — 
impossibly remote. Some of them have never 
travelled away from trains and steamers, and talked 
as if five days overland would involve incredible 
hardships. But to us Chiihsien is the obvious centre 
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of a work which includes not only cities but vil- 
lages and hamlets where little companies of Chris- 
‘tians assemble on Sundays and bear witness for 
Christ and for holiness during the week. (May 
God by His Spirit make this a true picture of many 
more such companies!) I have written of the cities © 
because we are in danger of neglecting them, but 
the believers whom it is my privilege to shepherd 
live mostly in the country. There are not many 
mighty, not many noble, amongst them, but if God 
hears my daily prayer that His continual pity may 
cleanse and defend His Church, so that it fulfils His 

purpose as light and salt in this great area, we shall 
indeed be content, 

That purpose was at least forwarded by a 
gathering for Chinese leaders, including many 

voluntary workers, held at Paoning in November. | 
God knit us together and without conscious plan- 
ning on the part of the speakers brought home to 
us again and again the power of His love to save 
sinners and reclaim backslders. In Paoning 
Cathedral one of the great wooden pillars is in a 
serious condition, and we are considering expensive 
plans for saving the building. The cost will be at 
least £50, and possibly a great deal more, and I 
mention this matter prayerfully in case God may 
incline any reader of this letter to help in meeting 
the need. But I long that you may realise how 
weak are some of the living “ pillars’’ in our 
churches, how urgently they need the support of 
your prayers and the supply of the fortifying Spirit 

of Jesus Christ. The condition of the Cathedral is 
- a parable which speaks to me every time I enter the 
building. 

When you read these words we shall probably 
have started on a further long itinerary, beginning | 
with Tahsien and ending perhaps at Kweifu. I 
know you will not forget 


Yours very gratefully, 


FRANK HOUGHTON, 
Bishop of Eastern Szecnwan. 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP 


50, WaRWICK Roap, 
EARL’S Court, 
S.W.5. 


10th March, 1938. 
My Dear FRIENDS, 

One rather ‘extadelndés and entirely unex- 
pected result of war conditions in China has been, 
as far as I am concerned, to be brought, in terms of 
time, much nearer than before to my - fellow-workers 
out there. Owing to the great delay which ensues 
when correspondence is committed to the ordinary 
mails, advantage is now invariably taken of the 
excellent air-mail service which has been function- 
ing for some time between this country and the Far 
Kast. The cost is naturally much greater, five or 
six times the ordinary, but there is proportionate 
gain not onby in speed but also in security and free- 
dom from censorship. For the past few months I 
have been receiving letters from Western Szechwan 
in from thirteen to sixteen days, and those from me 
are arriving at their destination in no longer time. 
It is rather thrilling to be getting a reply within 
a month to messages sent so far away. How happy 
the world would be if only all the advances in scien- 
tific -ieiaretal were so entirely delightful and bene- 
ficial ! 

Almost before some of my colleagues had 
arrived back at their stations from attendance at 
the recent meeting of the Diocesan Synod in Chene- 
tu, I had received an account of its proceedings in 
the main, for this was sent before the gatherings 
had quite concluded and arrived in rt minimum 
possible time. The news was welcome not only for 
its celerity, but more so for its encouraging charac- 
ter, for it was to tell of a happier and more success- 
ful Synod than any previously known. Much 
praver had been offered both there and here that 
this might be so, and praise is now called for that 
the answer was so marvellous. Under Ged, much 


? 
i 3 
i 
4 
2 
4 
= 
je 


elsewhere. 


7 


of the credit for the success of the Synod must go 
to Bishop Song for his 1 inspiring leadership and for 
his ability to bring men to be “ of one mind in an 
house.’’ This is a cause of much satisfaction to me 
personally as I think of the responsibility that must, 
perhaps in the not distant future, devolve solely on 
my Chinese brother-bishop. 

_ Subjects that have on previous occasions proved 
specially thorny seem to have provided this year 
the occasion of mutual helpfulness, and particularly 
was this the case in respect of Self-Support. In 
- gpite of many calls on their meagre resources, as 
a result of war conditions, the congregations agreed 
to a total Self-Support contribution slightly in 
advance of the previous figure, and I share the thrill 
my informants tell me they enjoyed as certain con- 
gregational delegates, on hearing of the inabilit 
of some gaara — to meet the proposed quot. 


a day to help their less fortunate fell 


The deliberate policy of the Chinese Govern- | 
ment, as results of military measures have prayed 


‘to retire towards the provinces in the 
implement what is termed the Scorched earth 
policy ”’ in respect not only of material but also of | 
the worth-while ,citizens in the parts occupied by 
the enemy. All this, of course, means the increas- 
ing importance of that part of China with which we 
-are specially concerned, doors of opportunity more 
numerous and wider open than ever before. Already 
the cities where we are at work, especially Chengtu, 
-are filled with refugees, and ‘both these and the 
ordinary population are more amenable than has 
‘previously been known to the influence of the Gos- 
‘pel. Reference was made in the last issue of the 
tf Bulletin ”’ to the influx of students into the Uni- 


portionately increased. Many hundreds of | 
have been given by the Christians in thé diocese to 
sufferers in the war-stricken areas, besides/ thou- 
| sands of bandages, etc., and in addition to all this, 
ives a cent 
ow-Chinese 
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versity and Middle School, and this continues. That 
the future leadership of China, the material for 
which is thus being wisely conserved, should be 
Christian to the fullest possible extent, is our pre- 
sent responsibility and opportunity. | 
, Since my last ‘‘ Letter ’’ was written, I have 
been busier than during preceding months in 
addressing congregations and audiences 1n many > 
parts of the country, and it has been more than 
worth whatever physical effort was involved to meet 
so many who are keenly moved with concern over 
_ China’s present plight and have responded gener-. 
ously with greater practical interest in the mission- 
ary effort in her behalf. | | 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
JOHN HOLDEN, 
Bishop. 


STATION NOTES. 
Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 

Mr. Pu, the Prison Governor, is doing a fine- 
work and has fitted up a small hall for Bible classes 
for the prisoners, which he conducts himself. There 
are among them fifteen or twenty men who have 
made special profession. -Pastor Liao and the col-. 
_ porteur paid a visit to Nankiang in December and 
found great willingness to hear the Gospel. Nan-. 
kiang city had been very: badly damaged by the- 
Red Army and the population of that whole dis- 
trict has greatly decreased through the Red troubles 
and famine which followed. The Pachow Sunday 
School is small, but well and keenly run by Mrs. 
Liao. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd have now taken up their - 
residence here. | 
Day 6. Fuetsunei, 

Miss Wilson writes that they had had numbers 
of patients in the dispensary during December. This 
work is valuable for the friendly contacts it gives. 
in other places when they go out preaching, and 
also for the number of people who hear the Gospel ;: 
but the workers are anxious to see more than that. - 
In December, Mr. An, the evangelist, and four men. 
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went out to Yenting for three days’ preaching and 
came back full of joy because they found people 
unusually willing to listen and ask questions. 
Prayer might be made concerning the opening of 
Yenting. From December 2Ist ‘to 24th a Bible 
School was held, to which about seventy came. Ten 
were baptised and twenty-one received as catechu- 
men at Christmas. One lady came from Yenting 
to attend the Bible School and saw the Gospel in an 
entirely new light. Mr. An and Mr. Aldis took the 
main lessons. Soon after Christmas nineteen were 
- received as catechumen at Wangchiaho. Many in- 
teresting details regarding the faith of some of these 
new believers could be given if there were space. 
Day 7. Yingshan. 

Miss Allen reports encouraging series of meet- 
_ ings held for enquirers and also @ Bible School for 
Christians, to which ten came and were confirmed 
by Bishop ‘Houghton on December 19th. Pastor Ma 
held a school for men catechumen, eight of whom 
were baptised on Christmas Day. Miss Warren had 
also been able to visit Sinchenpa and hold a week 


of meetings, at which there was a regular atten=—_____——_ 
~ dance of twenty-two. An old Yingshan Christian, 


Mr. Liu, returned from Shanghai ‘and has opened 
a medicine shop in. the city, setting aside a room 
specially for preaching the Gospel, to which the - 
workers are invited to go at any time. This was 
opened on Christmas Day. They have been much 
encouraged by signs of blessing among the Sunday 
School children. The dispensary work has also kept 
them busy in the mornings and some have been re- 
turning to give thanks to God for their recovery. 
Day 9. Kwangan. 
During 1937 thirteen men and women were 
baptised in Kwangan and three in Pai-shih-ch’ang, 
besides the children of believing parents. The story 
of one of the Pai-shih-ch’ang converts is interest- 
ing: An old man, he had been greatly impressed by 
the dying witness of his grand-daughter. He said 
that though dead, she looked sust as though she 
were sleeping and he had never seen anyone die like 
that. Pastor Wang seized the opportunity at the 
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funeral to tell the old gentleman more of the Gos- 
pel; and with heart prepared, he now turned to the 
Lord. He first discontinued his daily Buddhist 
prayers, and then abandoned his vegetarian vow, 
which he had kept for many years in an attempi 
to accumulate merit. He then burned all his 
heathen books and studied the Bible daily. On 

‘Christmas Day he was baptised. Please .pray for | 
rs this old man of over seventy, the influence of whose 
example we trust may be great. 
Day 10. Yoch’th. | 
: In this district brigandage has been unusually 

rife, and more than a thousand of these evil men 
were executed within a few months, but reappear- 
~ ance of the menace occurred as soon as the soldiers 
left. Crowds listened to the preaching of the Uos- 
pel in the streets of Yoch’ih during a special effort 
made there, as was the case also at Ming-yueh- 
ch’ang, where the women were given an opportunity 
seldom enjoyed, when Mrs. Denham and Mrs. Wang | 
spent ten days in their midst recently with encour- 
Day 15. Tachu. 

In November, Archdeacon Fu conducted special 

meetings. ‘The morning gatherings for Christians 
were not so well attended as the afternoon and evea- 
evangelistic meetings. As a result of the latter 
there are quite a number of men professing an in- 
terest in the Gospel and the workers have been 
trying to establish and maintain contact with them. 
Regular evangelistic preaching in the hall has con- 
tinued on market days. A young fellow, Cheng, 
is undergoing persecution at Hsinglongchang, the. 
place where in the last Notes it was said a new work 
had begun. He cannot live in their country home 
for fear of being killed by brigands who are in 
league with a member of his family who has a 
grudge against him. 
Day 14. Tahsien, | 
A new start was made in the old Girls’ School 
compound in the autumn, when Miss Dix and Miss 
Elhott took up their residence there. It is so long 
since any work has been done among the women in 
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that part of the city that it was almost like begin- 
ning a new work. There is now a good women’s” 
class meeting regularly on Tuesday afternooon, and’ 
the children’s meeting on Thursday is attended by 
an eager little crowd of nearly forty boys and girls. 
~The country work in the whole Tahsien and Stan- 
han district has not been very encouraging, the main 
difficulty being lack of suitable spiritual leadership. 
For the sake of meeting this need, special meetings. 
were arranged for early February for voluntary 
leaders from the country. The mission at Kaikiang 
led by Archdeacon Fu with the help of Miss. Li 
and Miss Hwang Keh Chien, was very promising. 
For the first week they had good meetings for 
Christians and during the second week special evan- 
gelistic work was done in the morning for women 
and in the afternoon for men, and in the evening 
_ special gatherings were held at the homes of Cbris- 
tians to “reach heathen neighbours. One morning, a 
rather unique meeting was held from six to seven. 
Over five hundred boys. and girls assembled in the 
Middle School grounds to hear straight Gospel mes- 
sages from Archdeacon Fu and Miss Lii. The head- 
master and some other masters were also present. 
‘Twenty-one names of women and twenty names of 
men were given in by those who professed interest 
in the Gospel. Mr. Crockett is continuing his Bible 
‘Class on Sunday afternoon for students. 
Day 16. lLiangshan. 
_ Attendances at the dispensary, which Mrs. Wil- 
_ liamson has been carrying on, have been good, but 
the spiritual results are not felt to be satisfactory 
by the workers engaged, and they would value 
prayer for this. A children’s famine refuge was 
opened by local authorities in the summer and one 
of the leading Christians, Mr. Si, has been in 
charge. He has been much used to some of the men 
helping i in this refuge work, eight or ten of whom 
were received as catechumen at Christmas. The 
Sunday School there is going on well and Mrs. Wil- 
—liamson’s visits to attend to bad eyes have provided 
an opportunity for preaching to a most eager crowd 
of listeners. Mr. Williamson and Mr. David Hsii 
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were able to pay visits to all the outstations and 
Miss Barber has been able to do likewise. She and 
Mrs. Koh spent Christmas at Tienkiang and had a 
very happy time finding the evangelist, Mr. Wang 
Teh Si, fairly encouraged in the work. Archdeacon 
Fu will be leaving Liangshan for Yunnan probably 
on March 30th. ole 
Day 17. Kathsien. 
There is very little news of Kaihsien, excepting 
that Miss Gowar has gone there and the Skinners. 
will be leaving in March for furlough. Miss Schlitz- 
kus reports from Lin-kiang-shih that they have had 
several Christians coming at their own charges to | 
stay with them, spending the morning in Bible 
study and going out to preach in the afternoon. 
These, on their return to their homes, have faith- 
fully continued their witness. In one outstation a 
virl from a well-to-do family was wonderfully con- 
verted and quite a number from that place have 
come again and again and are faithfully witnessing 
in their own district. At another outstation the 
workers were encouraged by seeing evidence of con- 
viction of sin, but there is need for a leader there. 
In still another outstation where the old Christians. 
have grown cold, God has started a new work 
among the younger people. | | 
Owing to false reports being spread about on 
account of some children in a Famine Orphanage 
run by the Roman Catholics having died, tle Sun- 
day School work was badly hindered last summer, 
but during the autumn the attendances much im- 
proved and by the end of the year there were sixty 
coming regularly. The meetings in the home of the 
Customs Commissioner, Mr. Hsie, have been con-. 
tinuing and now there are two classes, one held in 
Chinese and one in English. On the women’s side, 
the work among enquirers and catechumen is. 
flourishing. The war has brought a large number 
of refugees from down river up to Wanhsien and 
many who, for the most part, belong to the educated 
classes have been attending services and swelling 
the congregation. The preaching hall work, though 
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eet very fruitful, has been faithfully continued. 
The workers in Wanhsien foresee a big increase in 
the amount of. work which will fall to their lot. 


aa November Mr. Snow and Mr. Harper with 
Mr. Wang Ming Hsioh took up their residence here, 
finding the work at rather a low ebb. The regular 
services and classes have been continued and “they 
have started open-air meetings on Tuesday evening, | 
each gathering having the home or shop of a church 
member as its base. The police there are particularly 
vigilant in these days, but they have, so far, re- 
frained from interfering with the crowds gathering 
to listen to the Gospel. In December Mr. Wang 
went down to YUn-an-ch’ang. Miss Warin was able © 
in November, in spite of a good deal of brigand dis- 
turbance, to visit Nanchi and hold a week’s special 


meetings for women whom she found very keen to 


learn and coming along in good numbers. She has 
already left for furlough and Mr. and Mrs. Derby- 
shire will probably be “alone. 


‘Day 21. Kiangyu and Pingwu. 


In the former city the opportunity has been 
taken to present the Gospel truth whilst the minds 
of the people were greatly perturbed owing to a 
series of destructive fires. -Qpposition was not un- 
natural as superstition was attacked, but the 

workers continue to persevere, and some come re- 
gularly to listen to the Word. — 
Day 22. Ghungpa. 

Some years ago the most outstanding Christian 
layman in this congregation caused much SOrTOW 
by taking a concubine, thus making his excommuni- 
cation inevitable. Pastor Chu Yuin-hsi writes with 
gladness to say that this brother has made provision 
for the woman and separated from her, giving every 
sign of true repentance in his desire ‘to regain his 
place in the church. The Pastor reports further the 
restitution of five lapsed communicants as a result 
of the renewal that has come to the Church in that 
place. Chungpa, long a cause of anxiety, is thus 


providing material for praise. 


, 


Day 23. Mienyang. | 
Special prayer is asked for Pastor Tseng T’ieh- 
hsia, who has been finding it difficult to resist the 
claims of his family property in the neighbourhood, 
and other business, on his time and energy, with 
the result that his influence in the parish 1s not so 
great as it might be. | | 
The reconstruction of the ‘‘ Yoteh ’’ School 
- premises has been begun and will proceed as funds 
allow. Friends should pray that financial reasons 
may not hinder the completion of a project most 
urgently necessary. 


Day 24. Anhsien. 

The location of Deaconess EK. L. Stewart with 
her Chinese sister who has recently joined her in 
the ministry, Deaconess Chow Tsing-lan, to Anhsien 
gives hope that this needy parish will in the immedi- 
ate future receive the attention it has not been pos- 
sible to give for some years. Owing to the approach- 
ing furlough of the former, the latter will in the 
course of a few months be left alone, and prayer is 
asked that this period of co-operation with her senior 
may be one of true preparation for more direct re- 
sponsibility. | | 


As in other parishes, so in that of Mienchu, 
opportunity was taken of the comparative leisure 
during the Chinese New Year season (the only time 
when leisure comes the way of the ordinary Chinese 
citizen) to make a special evangelistic effort, and 
both in the city and in the country stations the ex- 
perience of the evangelistic messengers, voluntary 
workers for the most part, was a happy and encour- 

_. The Rev. Lin Tseng-chih has now become the 
Pastor in charge of this important parish, a post 
of which he has proved himself worthy, through 
years of steady co-operation with others. The Rev. 
H. A. Maxwell is to resume his fruitful and much 
appreciated work in the Evangelists’ Training Class, 
to which extra-diocesan students are also sent, for 
its value is recognised beyond the borders of our 
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own diocese. Special prayer for both these col- 
leagues is requested. 
Day 26. Tehyang. 

Owing to parochial re-delimitation by the re- 
cent Synod, the work at Lohkiang has been included 
in the parish of Tehyang, and so the responsibility © 
of the workers here will be increased. The evan- 
gelist in Lohkiang had become less vigorous than 
he previously was, perhaps as a result of. isolation, 
and it is hoped that the change now made will prove 
~ to be for the benefit of all concerned. 

Day 27. Hanchow.. 
The many prayers offered for Archdeacon Don- 


 nithorne in his recent illness from typhoid have been 


abundantly answered and he is again busily en- 
gaged in his many and varied duties. 

A very fruitful avenue of service seems to — 
opening out for the Church in Hanchow in the pro- 
posed centre for Infant Welfare and Mothercraft. 
A keen Christian trained nurse, Miss Liu Chin-po, 
_is to be in charge, and she will be visited regularly 
by the teachers in the Public Health Department 
of the Union University. A greatly needed contri- 
bution will thus be made to the life of the people in 


- Hanchow and at the same time there will be splen-— 


did opportunities for evangelistic work that other- 
wise would be lacking. : 
Day 28. Sintu. 

Reference has been made previously to the Social 
Reconstruction Bureau of the Provincial Govern- 
ment at work in this centre. A large number of 
University graduates and other highly trained 
voung men are at work under expert léadership to 
‘make this “ hsien ” a model of what others may 
become.in ordering the lives, physical, intellectual 
and moral, of the citizens on the highest plane. In 
response to the urgent request of the official in 
charge that the Church ‘would send its “ very best 
man ’’ to help in this onerous and important task, 
the recent Synod located the Rev. Tuan Sheng-en 
to work in Sintu. Although with some years of 
experience, it is only recently that Mr. Tuan was. 
ordained, and he will value the pravers of his friends. 


that in this new sphere he may make full pro! of his 
ministry. 


Day 29. Chungkiang. 

Miss Armfield has happily been pronounced by 
the doctors as having made a good recovery from 
her long and trying illness, and praise will be given 
for answered prayer. It has been decided that in- 
stead of resuming her heavy responsibilities in Mien- 
yang at the Women’s School, she is to jom Miss 
Elder in the city and country work of this exten- 
sive parish. This will bring added strength to the 
whole Church, as Miss’ Armfield gives her zeal and 
long experience where the need for them was so 


great. 
Another addition to the stafi of this parish is 


Mr. Chiang Yuin-ai, formerly ot Lohkiang, who, it 


is hoped, will respond to the impetus of Pastor 
Chang’s zealous example in incessant evangelism 
and pastoral care. | 


Day 30. Chengtu. 

The services and meetings i in connection with 
the Church are reported as being better attended 
than ever before, and by many, among others, who 
have come so far west as Chengtu owing to the war, 


and who are keen Christians. These are giving as 


well as receiving in Christian service and witness. 
Letters continue to tell of students arriving 


from the war-stricken areas now crowding into the 


University and Middle School. Prayer should: be 
made for guidance in the difficulties, and also in the 
opportunities thus created. 

Many of the people in Chengtu are apprehen- 
sive, and not without reason, of attack from the air, 
and ‘numbers are leaving the city. 


DAY OF PRAYER AND GIFTS. 


It is proposed again to hold a Day of Prayer and — 


_(nfts for the work in the two West China dioceses 


on Wednesday, June ist, 1938. (D.V.) It is 


scarcely necessary to emphasise the pressing need 
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for prayer, both corporate and individual, for China 
in this her time of great distress; and readers of 
this magazine cannot fail to realise the special im- 
portance which has come to that part of the country 
in which we are particularly interested. One well- 
known missionary leader from Shanghai has written — 
recently that ‘‘ This Western area is the stronghold 
of free China,’’ where ‘‘ we have the possibility of a 
great. and widespread influence for the Christian 
Church.’ No one can foresee how great may be 
the opportunity which lies before the Church in 
Szechwan in the immediate future; and the call to 
prayer is therefore the more urgent that the oppor-| 
tunity may not be missed through our failure at 
home to help in every possible way our fellow- 
workers in Eastern and Western Szechwan. 

There is real need,‘too, that God will enable — 
us to supply the finaticial needs of the growing 
work. Yet the financial year which will have closed 
before this copy of the ‘‘ Bulletin ”’ is in circula-— 
tion, shows a large decrease in the funds with which 
the D.A.W.C. has been entrusted. to help that work 
forward. For this need, also, we ask the prayers 
and the sacrificial gifts of our friends. 

As in previous years, the Day will begin with 
a service of Holy Communion in St. Bride’s Church, 
Fleet Street (by kind permission of the Rev. A. 
Taylor), at 11.30 a.m., when there will be special 
intercessions for the two Dioceses. This will be 
followed by a meeting of the General Committee 
of the Association (of which notice will be sent to 
members in due course), at 1.30 p.m.; and by the 
Annual Meeting at 3 p.m., in the Hall of St. Bride’s 
Institute (entrance by door in St. Bride’s Passage, 
facing Salisbury Square). It is hoped (D.V.) that 
Bishop Holden will be in the chair, and that we 
shall have as speakers Mr. Lo Djung-shu, of Wes- 
tern, and Dr. Max Gray, of Eastern Szechwan. 

_ These particulars will be circulated to subscri- 
bers later; but it is hoped that this preliminary 
notice will serve as a warm invitation to all our 
friends to join us in prayer on this special day, and 
to attend the service and meeting if at all possible. 
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PRAYER MEETINGS. 


In response to the wishes of regular attendants 
at the monthly Prayer Meetings, these gatherings 
(which are usually suspended during the summer 
months) will be continued on the third Tuesday in 
May and June (D.V.), the dates bemg May 17th 
and June 2lst next. The Prayer Meetings are held 
(by kind permission) at the offices of the Church 
Association, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand (close 
to Charing Cross station and the Embankment Gar- 
dens), from 3 to 4 p.m. Bishop Holden hopes to be 
present at these two meetings, to which friends are 
specially invited. 


Remembrance of the work in Western China 
has been promised also at the following parochial 
vatherings for prayer, at which any who can attend 
are always welcome: 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... lst Tuesday, afternoon. ~. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon ... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 
St. Michael’s, Braintree .... Ist Saturday, evening. 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... lst Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. © 

| | Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Thorsden, Guildford Road, 


| Woking... 11.00 a.m. 
Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. | 
St. James’, Dover... _... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 

. Dunston, Lincs. .... ... Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 
Ferndown, Dorset... ... Wednesdays | 
Christ Church. Richmond ... Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 

(Surrey) | | Friday). 
Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s. Ealing ... ... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket ... Friday, evening. 


Union Hall, Dover ... ... Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’s, Cullompton... Ist Saturday evening. 
Reigate Parish Church _... 4th Saturday. 

Christ Church, Barnet ics 

St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 

St. Luke’s, Chadderton 

Stanstead, Suffolk ... 

Holy Trinity, Margate 

_ St. Mary’s, Watford.. 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


Day. 


~ 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TAN ISHAN. 
TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 


ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 


PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, 
TUNGKIAN G. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. | 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUN G. 


KWANGAN. 


YOCH’IH. 
KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN (T’UCHI). 

TACHU, WU-CHIA-CH’ ANG. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
WANHSIEN. SHI 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, 
YUIN ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: 


20. 
21. 


22 
23 
24 
25. 
26. 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. 

CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION. i 


LET US THANK GOD 


For the freedom of Szechwan from the dangers of war; and 
for the wonderful new opportunities which the situation is offering 
to Western China for the bringing of the Gospel message to all 
classes of the people, and the building up of Christ’s Church, 
especially in Chungking, Wanhsien and Chengtu. 


For His blessing on the first year of Bishop Houghton’s epis- 
copal work. 


For the encouraging news of the happy spirit of helpfulness 
and real fellowship shown in the Western Szechwan Diocesan Synod 
this year. 


For signs of new life in some stations, especially in Yenting 
and in Chungpa. For new converts, and a number recently bap- 
tised. _For-His blessing on. the special Mission in Kaikiang. 


For the resumption of women’s work in Tahsien and Anhsien. 


For the recovery from illness of Miss Armfield and Archdeacon 


Donnithorne. 


LET US PRAY 


For the restoration of peace in China. For special wisdom for 
Gen. and Mme. Chiang Kai Shek, Dr. Kung and other Christian 
leaders at this time. 


For God’s blessing on the new itjneration planned by mane 
Houghton. 


For guidance as to the opening of Yenting. For the old man 
recently converted at Kwang-an; and for the young Christian under- 
going persecution at Hsinlongch’ang. That brigandage may soon 
be suppressed in the Yoch’ih district. 


For workers recently ordained; for those located to new work 
by the Synods who are undertaking new responsibilities; and for 
any who may be discouraged, or have lost some of their keenness. 


For the proposed Day of Prayer and Gifts; and that God will 
graciously supply all the needs of the work in both Dioceses. 
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Pringwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the 
Church Army representatives ate wo: hing under the C.M.S,. in, Western. Szechwan. 
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